REVIEW: The Hotel Del
Coronado

The Hotel Del Coronado is a hotel that holds a special place
in my heart. Having grown up in Southern California, my
family spent many summers down in San Diego, and one of the
go-to spots that we would always visit was the Hotel Del
Coronado. It was always the family tradition to spend some
time on the beach in front of the Hotel Del and to grab one of
their juicy burgers while watching the sun set over the
Pacific.

However, it was NEVER a family tradition to stay at the Hotel
Del Coronado. Why? Because the rooms were either in the old
“Victorian” tower and old and stuffy, or they were in the
“newer” tower which was just not quite as nice as the Loews
Coronado Resort.

Everything else about the property was exquisite — the public
spaces had an old school elegance, the elevator harkens back
to the 1800’s with manual controls, and the ballroom is a
sight to behold by itself, but we never chose to actually stay
in the rooms at the Hotel Del.

This changed recently, because as of 2014, a major renovation
was completed at the Hotel Del Coronado. The rooms in both
towers have received significant changes, and the public
spaces have been refreshed, with special care taken to
preserve the national treasure that the hotel actually 1is
(it's a historic site — and yes, some swear it’s haunted ;).


https://theyoungtravelier.com/hotel-del-coronado/
https://theyoungtravelier.com/hotel-del-coronado/
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One of the renovated rooms at the Hotel Del Coronado — I can
now highly recommend it!
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The Thanksgiving dinner at the ballroom is exquisite and
HIGHLY recommended

The best part of the Hotel Del Coronado is that it embodies
the beachy California vacation vibe that so many try to
replicate but very few actually achieve. It also has so much
history to it that it’s practically a given that should a
president or governmental figure visit San Diego they stay at
the Hotel Del Coronado.

Service is also incredible at the Hotel Del, but it’s much
better if you choose to stay in the Victorian historic side of
the hotel, this is something I highly recommend doing -
especially post-renovation.

If you do visit the Hotel Del, be sure to visit the
underground gallery and marvel at the history of the place -



it’s all setup in a mini-museum type setting. All in all, I
am happy to now be able to recommend the Hotel Del Coronado as
a prime property that everyone should stay at if they visit
Coronado island.

Get your burgers at the pool and just marvel at the great
weather and the historic beauty of the Del

PROS:

» Location wise, the Hotel Del Coronado is the best place
to be on Coronado Island, the nearest competition is the
Loews and it’s located in a more rural area down the



peninsula
= The hotel has so much character, it’s not just another
cookie cutter resort

CONS:

» The service could be slightly better, it’s not bad by
any means but it doesn’t necessarily reach the levels of
smaller Ritz properties or the Mandarin Oriental’s
standards

= The pool is a bit small and has very little seating

SECRETS:

= Try brunch at the ballroom, its better food than the
rest of the restaurants, and the environment is stunning

THINGS TO DO IN THE AREA:

= Rent a surrey (four person bike) and just ride around
Coronado island. It’s a great way to spend the day and
enjoy the beauty of the island, the greenery of the golf
course on Coronado, and to check out all the little
shops around the peninsula



