REVIEW: The Gant in Aspen — A
Wonderful Full Service Condo
Resort

Aspen is one of those fabled ski destinations that every snow
aficionado yearns to visit at least once in their lifetime.

Home to legendary Ajax mountain (Aspen), along with
Highlands, Buttermilk, and Snowmass, it’s a historic town with
both history and character by the spades. There’s only a few
luxurious accommodations that you can actually rent here (if
you don’t count the numerous multi-million dollar mansions
scattered throughout the slope-sides). One of the only ones
that ranks high on the luxury 1list, yet offers the amenities
and laissez-faire attitude of a rental condominium unit — 1is
the Gant.

A simple property located just on the edge of town, the Gant
Aspen possesses three tiers of condos for rent. All three are
plenty fine accommodations but if you want modern, definitely
go for the Premier.
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This is the Standard Tier Condo Finish
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This is the Premier Finish Condo



The Premier unit bathrooms were plain gorgeous

Differences in materials aside, all of the units have real
fireplaces, full kitchens, and all the amenities you would
want in a ski-worthy condominium. That includes a
washer/dryer in most units, a heated room for you ski gear,
and great living room spaces to relax and spend some quality
apres-ski time in.

The property also just underwent a $5 million renovation in
its common area building, which houses a full gym, a small
restaurant and bar, and a lovely fireplace and sitting area
for when you need to rest those sore legs from a day of
hitting the slopes. In the summer a rooftop terrace houses
another bar and hosts live events.
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This is where you’ll be unwinding with a cocktail at the Gant!



Need to unwind in the heated pool or sauna? They’ve got that
too!

There’'s a few qualities which I especially loved about this
property. One, the service was impeccable. Everyone who
worked there knew you by name, things were delivered in a
timely manner when requested, and of course there was the ever
omnipresent Gant shuttles. You see, Aspen is a decent sized
town, and sometimes when it’s 5 degrees out you really don't
want to walk too far. The Gant Shuttles run from morning
until 11PM and they will pick you up from anywhere in town and
will even take you to the airport. More surprisingly, I never
had to wait more than five minutes at any point for a shuttle.

This was by far one of the most impressive features of the
property.

Although this isn’t a full service resort (no room service),
it is certainly a full-service condominium property. Maid
service was on par with what i’ve experienced at most five-
star resorts, and I thoroughly enjoyed my stay and recommend



this as one of the top properties to stay at when visiting
Aspen/Snowmass.

RATING:
Hard Product:

-Location (How close is this to top attractions in the
surrounding area?)

10/10

-Cleanliness (Is the grout in the bathroom clean? How good is
maid service here?)

9/10

-Upkeep (Is the hotel in need of a remodel, or is it being
constantly kept up?)

9/10

-Public Spaces (How unique/inventive/useful are the public
spaces?)

8/10

Soft Product:
-Service (How good is the service here?)
8/10

-Restaurants On-Site (Are the restaurants on site somewhere
even the locals would go to?)

5/10

-Concierge (Specifically, how effective is the Concierge at
helping you with a new locale?)



9/10
TOTAL: 58/70

(35/70 is average)

PROS:

 Incredibly polite and efficient service
» Maid service was impeccable
= Units were in great shape

CONS:

= Although not a truly full service hotel, it would’ve
been nice to have had a full service restaurant on site

SECRETS:

Be sure to opt for an upgraded suite if you want
something more modern

REVIEW: A peek into the SOHO
Beach House in Miami

There’s nothing quite as relaxing as tropical climates where a
constant breeze keeps the sweat from building up and you can
find some shade and a view. The SOHO Beach House in Miami is
one of those spots.

From the minute you enter the building (located right next to
the legendary Fontainebleau) there is a feeling of secrecy.
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After all, this 1is home of the SOHO club, known
internationally as hidden lounges reserved for celebrities and
well-heeled folk. You walk into the hidden check-in area
where reception whisks you into an even more hidden (and
velvet lined) elevator.

The best part of this hotel is the decor. 1It’'s eclectic and
feels like something that someone might put together for their
own house. It’s a mishmash of items with a beachside bungalow
feel. I wouldn’t have thought that leather chairs with
reclaimed wood and outdoor cushions would feel at home inside
a hotel room but for the SOHO Beach House it all works well.



The best part of this hotel though is the property itself,
namely the upstairs spaces, and all the little nooks and
crannies of the SOHO Beach House members-only property. As a
matter of fact, if you’re not a member of SOHO House this 1is

the only way you’re going to get into this place short of
being invited by a friend.

There’s a movie screening room, an upstairs hot-tub, a
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smallish pool, and dedicated beach access with chaises for
hotel guests. The anchor restaurant in the hotel is of course
Cecconis, similar to the SOHO House in Los Angeles and
definitely worth a visit. Everything about the decor of this
property is charming, upscale, and incredibly detailed. It's
got a whimsical touch to it and I definitely think it’s a
great alternative to your standard faire in South Beach (as
there’s so many options there).

Check out the wood tub, the exposed brass piping, and the
wicker baskets for towels and bath accessories

PROS:

» Impeccably decorated with a great beach vibe. This
place really stands out and has character and charm

 Incredible rooftop deck which is great for a romantic
retreat or just relaxing with your favorite beverage.


http://www.cecconismiamibeach.com/

CONS:

= Each room is different from the others which gives it a
bed and breakfast type of experience (if that’s your
type of thing)

» The service was not very good. It took multiple calls
to get some extra soap and towels, and unlike many small
boutique luxury properties, the staff doesn’t go out of
their way to know your name or particular preferences.

= The pool area is relatively small and covered by the
trees and high walls of the building on either side,
making 1t hard to catch some rays or to find an
available lounge chaise.

SECRETS:

= Ask the front desk to send a bartender to your room for
happy hour. There’s a full bar set including fresh
fruits, bitters, and assorted mixers on the bar cart in
the room and bartenders on staff will come to your room
to make drinks for you as you get ready for your night
out on the town!

OTHER STUFF IN TOWN:

With the caveat that i’ve been to Miami well over 30+
times one thing that always stands out to me (And still
my favorite hotel in Miami) 1is the Setai. It’s the
pinnacle of luxury in South beach and has been since
it’s inception. I really enjoy a speciality martini
they make there called the “Chili Passion Martini”.

Enjoy it in the lobby of the Setai which is decorated
with manta ray skin-lined walls and teak wood imported
from Indonesia. I always make a stop here when i’m in
Miami.


http://www.thesetaihotel.com




